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Kids are back in school

Safety Tips of 

the Week

Parents should 

remind their kids . . .

August is Back to School Safety Month. To celebrate the 

occasion, Lookout compiled a list of Back to School safety tips.

BE ALERT! Local schools are back in session.

For children walking to school or the bus stop:

 Plan the most direct route with the fewest street crossings and, if possible, with 

intersections that have crossing guards.

 Walk the route with your child beforehand. Tell children to stay away from parks, 

vacant lots, fields and other places where there are only a few people.

 Teach your child to never talk to strangers or accept rides or gifts from strangers. 

Remember, a stranger is anyone you or your child don’t know well or trust.

 Be sure your child walks to and from school with a sibling, friend, or neighbor.

For children riding the school bus:

 Instruct your child not to bend down in front of the bus to tie shoes or pickup 

objects because the driver may not see him or her before accelerating.

 Teach children to arrive at the bus stop early, stay out of the street, wait for the 

bus to come to a complete stop before approaching the street, watch for cars, 

and avoid the driver’s blind spot.

 Remind children to stay seated at all times and keep their heads and arms inside 

the bus while it is in motion. Children should wait until the bus comes to a 

complete stop before attempting to exit and then exit only from the front using 

the handrail. It also is a good idea to cross the street at least 10 feet (or 10 giant 

steps) in front of the bus. 

Teach your kids, whether walking, biking, or riding the bus to school, 

to obey all traffic signals, signs and traffic officers. 

For motorists:

 Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and school 

zones. 

 Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on medians, and on curbs. 

 Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully. 

 Watch for children on and near the road in the morning and after school hours. 

 Reduce any distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road and 

surroundings. Put down your phone and don’t talk or text while driving.

 If you drive your child to school, and he/she is crying, but you know he/she is 

going to be fine, keep driving. You can try to sing lullabies, but if you want to 

check, you need to find a gas station or other safe place -- not a shoulder -- to 

pull over. Be careful not to look continuously in your rearview mirror.

Nearly 80 percent of crashes and 65 percent of near-crashes involve 

some form of driver inattention within three seconds of the event

. . . to let the real bus 

driver drive the bus

. . . to  behave . . .

. . . to sit in their 

seat properly . . .

. . . and if they don’t 

behave, you will be 

forced to drive them 

to school and drop 

them off at the front 

of the school!
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